
 

 

 

 CEO INTRO

Dear Calabash Readers 

The month of May will see the Gauteng 

Premier Ms. Nomvula Mokonyane opening the 

Dinokeng Game Reserve, which will be the 

greatest milestone in the projects history.  The 

event will also be attended by Mr. Firoz 

Cachalia, MEC for Economic Development. 

The Dinokeng Game Reserve is a flagship 

project which has taken over seven years to 

come into fruition, so this event represents the 

most significant milestone to date.  It has 

generated growing employment for the people 

of the area, and this growth trajectory is 

expected to be sustained in the immediate 

future as the game reserve continues to 

expand both in the volume of business by 

those private partners already inside the game 

reserve and in area as more properties are 

incorporated into the game reserve in several 

stages in the future.  

The 18 500 hectare start-up area which is set 

to grow over time as other landowners sign up 

for inclusion, is conveniently located just over 

an hour from Johannesburg and a half an hour 

from Tshwana.  This proximity to major cities 

such will be a clear benefit and key 

differentiator which is expected to attract 

droves of domestic and international tourists. 

 

 

The opening event 

also aims to attract 

key stakeholders 

from tourism, 

government, 

landowners, media 

and community 

sectors who are all 

important role-

players in ensuring 

the DGR is a 

success to the 

benefit of tourism 

and the immediate 

and surrounding communities.   There will also 

be a helicopter flyover to show senior 

politicians the progress that has been made in 

establishing what will be Gautengôs first free-

roaming Big5 Game Reserve. 

A more detailed account of the progress 

towards completion of the Dinokeng Game 

Reserve is presented in the last article in this 

newsletter.   

Thank you for your continued support and 

interest in our project. 

Best Wishes Once More 

Fana Jiyane 

CEO: DInokeng Project 
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 INFO OFFICE PROMOTES CULLINAN AS A ñMUST 
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INTERNATIONAL TOURISM IN 2010 
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TOURISM PROVIDERS / PRODUCT OWNERS 

Info Office Promotes Cullinan as a ñMust See Destinationò for Local and 

International Tourism in 2010 

According to Sonja Hayden of the Cullinan Info 

Office ñThe village of Cullinan is one of South 

Africaôs most undervalued gems with a 

thousand faces that deserve to be better 

known.  Cullinan will be a superb base for 

foreign and local tourists during the 2010 FIFA 

World Cup.  This mini-site features only 

reasonably priced accommodation and 

activities which have undertaken not to inflate 

their prices during the fabulous football feast.ò   

Cullinan is a quaint mixture of the conventional 

and traditional with the quirky and modern.  It 

is less than 40 km from Pretoria, about 90 km 

from Johannesburg and less than 120 km from 

Rustenburg, so it is an ideal base for a football 

fanatic.  There is a marvelous choice of other 

activities in the area.  The village of Cullinan is 

large enough to have a hospital, private 

doctors and a police station, but is small 

enough to get anywhere in a couple of 

minutes.  Above all, the village is 

unquestionably hospitable enough to ensure 

that anyone who comes to Cullinan always has 

a lot of fun.   

There is an impressive diversity of 

accommodation in the Cullinan area ranging 

from hotels to tin houses, from bed and 

breakfasts to farms, and from classical stone 

houses in the heart of Cullinan to ox-wagons 

ten minutes out of town.  For further details of 

accommodation options go to 

www.dinokeng.co.za . 

Cullinan is known as the mine that has 

produced successive record sized diamond, and 

the surface and underground tours are 

definitely a key attraction of the town.  There 

are also township tours of Refilwe and 

Onverwacht.  The Refilwe tour is described in a 

separate article below, whilst Onverwacht 

comprises of a community of black Afrikaaners, 

some of whom are said to descend from freed  

 

 

 

Malay slaves.  Going for a flight in a micro-

light, horse riding, and playing golf on  

Cullinanôs beautiful fairways and gorgeous 

greens are just some of the more popular 

activities that attract people to Cullinan. 

Cullinan also has a host of culinary delights 

and even in Oak Avenue alone, you can find Sir 

Thomas Cullinan Restaurant, Mikeôs Place, As 

Greek As It Gets and Whispering Oaks Garden 

Café.  The Lemon Tree is an ideal place to 

meet a friend for a cup of tea, being right next 

door to the Cullinan Info Office and across the 

road from Jan Harmsgat se Agterplaas, a 

Cullinan appears traditional and conservative - but it is 

also a happening tourism destination filled with 

people who are revved up and ready to celebrate the 

World Cup with enthusiasm and an unbeatable party 

spirit.  

 

http://www.dinokeng.co.za/


superb maze of gardens, sculptures, signposts 

and an array of other interestingly assembled 

art and design, which serves delicious food and 

provides a fabulous potpourri of entertainment 

whilst this is happening.  Elsewhere in town, 

the Minerôs Pub and Grill is being redesigned so 

that an attractive curtain of water spills town 

continuously in front of the main veranda.  

Beyond it is the hall which features eccentric 

murals produced by Italian prisoners of war in 

the 1940s. 

Some people think Cullinan, with its neat 

avenues of oaks and jacarandas, and 

beautifully preserved stone buildings, like the 

Anglican Church designed by Sir Herbert 

Baker, is quiet and conservative.  It certainly 

often looks that way, yet there are a number 

of features and people and places, which are 

modern, creative and extroverted.  A fair 

number of football fans are already gathered in 

Cullinan.  For international visitors it is a must 

see destination and they should spend a few 

nights, if not a few weeks, in the classic 

village, so that they can get a true appreciation 

of its sparkling qualities. 

Cullinan is alive and happening.  If you havenôt 

experienced the many facets of this hidden 

jewel, you have no-one to blame, but yourself. 

For further enquiries and bookings, phone 

Sonja on 084 828 4858 or go to 

www.dinokeng.co.za . 

 

TOUR OPERATORS 

Refilwe Township Tour  

 

 

Refilwe is the largest satellite township of 

Cullinan, although it remains poorly known by 

both tourists and residents on the other side of 

the Cullinan slimes dam.  Modern Refilwe is 

vibrant and friendly and a superb and 

accessible microcosm of larger and more 

famous townships elsewhere in the province.  

A regular feature of the tour is a visit to 

Vuvuzenzele Agricultural Project where 

working-class women have taken charge of 

their own food security.  The women produce a 

wide and healthy range of fruit and vegetables 

for their own families, but also to sell to the 

local community at affordable prices.   

St. Josephs Child Care Support Centre was 

created through the generous sponsorship of 

De Beers Mining Group.  A small but dedicated 

staff ensure that the children are cared for and 

stimulated, assisting them to grow and learn in 

a safe and healthy environment.   

Tshepong Centre for the Disabled, dubbed 

ñNoahôs Arkò, provides a life-line for disabled 

people, who produce crafts for a living.  Their 

beadwork is both professional and creative, 

and naturally they are working on beaded 

soccer balls, which are sure to be a hit in 2010.  

The centre also runs a soup kitchen to support 

elderly people and vulnerable children and 

orphans.  The centre is managed by Mr. 

William Kgabo, assisted by Mr. James 

Mr. James Vilanculos surrounded by 

disabled crafters who are preparing beaded 

soccer balls for the 2010 FIFA World Cup  

 

Peterson Mahlangu ( second from left) 

uses Big Mama  Tavern as an interesting 

venue for tourists to meet locals   

 

http://www.dinokeng.co.za/


Vilanculos and their staff.  ñOur people are 

really struggling,ò said Mr. Kgabo, ñwe never 

have enough money and our prospective 

sponsors have let us down.ò  Despite these 

frustrations these people work with passion 

and commitment to improve the lot of some of 

the most unfortunate members of their 

community and despite their poverty, it is a 

relatively happy, positive and determined 

community.  Prospective sponsors, or people 

who may be able to find sponsors are 

encouraged to phone Mr. Kgabo on (012) 732 

1013 or 082 540 4150 or send an e-mail to 

tshepongcentre@absamail.co.za 

Another person in Refilwe who has dedicated 

his life to healing and restoration is Mr. 

Thamae, who is a senior member of the 

Traditional Healers Association of South Africa.  

Originally this distinguished senior sangoma 

and nyanga comes from the Free State, and he 

has been a professional practitioner since 

1972.  He specializes in treating mental illness, 

sexual problems and infertility.  Tourists are 

particularly fascinated by his integration of 

traditional African and Christian beliefs, which 

he considers to be perfectly reconcilable.  His 

consultation rooms attract a significant amount 

of interest from tourists because they are 

made entirely from mud.  

No township tour would be complete without 

visiting a tavern and the local drinking places 

include Tiba City, run by a man known as 

ñDriverò, Chakula Restaurant where the 

proprietor is Thandi and Big Mama Tavern- 

where you are sure to meet Mirriam Aphane 

(Big Mama herself!)  ñEach of these taverns 

attracts a slightly different clientele according 

to gender, age and interests,ò according to 

Peterson Mahlangu, a leading local tour guide.  

Mahlangu was born in 1983 in Vlaklaagte 

between KwaMhlanga and Kwaggafontein.  He 

became interested in guiding in 1983 when he 

was trained by De Beers as a local guide on 

the mine.  In 2004 he took advantage of 

training from the GTA which offered him the 

opportunity to upgrade himself to a provincial 

guide.  Despite obtaining this elevated 

qualification, he remains loyal to Refilwe.  He 

survives on an average of about four tours 

each month, but despite this he does not 

complain.  ñIt could be better,ò he said, ñbut 

we get by!ò 

When he is not working as a guide, he 

dedicates his efforts to assisting Small and 

Medium Micro Enterprises develop viable 

business ideas into real livelihoods.   ñI hope 

the 2010 FIFA World Cup brings more 

employment and improved business to 

Refilwe!ò said Peterson.  

It is a pleasure to tour Refilwe with someone 

who is so unselfish, friendly and positive.  

Enquiries and bookings: Peterson 082 265 

6231 (International +2782 265 6231) 

 

 

 

MICE 

Mangwa Valley Lodge  Plans  Unique Expansion 

Mangwa Valley Lodge plans significant 

developments which will continue to position 

this gorgeous lodge as a unique premier 

conference and special occasion venue in the 

Dinokeng project area.  Since taking over the 

Lodge Signature Life Hotels a dynamic 

hospitality management group, with owners 

Mark and Janine Knezovich, have boosted the 

growth and development of the Lodge in many 

areas. 

Mangwa Valley Lodge has one of the 

most beautiful chapels in the area, which 

creates huge demand for personal, intimate 

weddings but the lodge is also suited for 

conferences and business events.  Besides the 

airy and spacious main reception and dining 

mailto:tshepongcentre@absamail.co.za


area there are currently four 6-bed self-

catering units, as well as eight double rooms.  

The current capacity for forty people provides 

an intimate and stylishly designed venue for 

conferences and special occasions.  From small 

business to large blue chip corporate 

companies, the facilities have proved very 

successful and the Lodge currently has 

reservations for conferences over the 2010 

FIFA World Cup. 

The planned expansion with the addition of a 

beautifully appointed  fixed structure "tented" 

camp consisting of ten units, overlooking a 

dam,  will also  have a "viewing hide" for 

wildlife and game watching enthusiasts.  A vast 

variety of antelope species is present and both 

white rhino cows have calves- a brand new 

arrival as well as a "toddler" who is just over a 

year old!  Game drives and a host of adventure 

activities are on hand for those individuals, 

couples, or groups who which wish to add fun 

to their stay.  By the second quarter of this 

year, Mangwa Valley Lodge will have increased 

its capacity from forty to a fairly impressively 

sized camp that can house over sixty delegates 

in comfortable and well spaced 

accommodation.   

The new developments at Mangwa Valley 

Lodge are in line with the trend to position 

Dinokeng as an exciting venue for meetings, 

incentives, conferences, events and other 

business breakaway activities.  General 

Manager Steven Saunders is optimistic about 

the future of Mangwa Valley Lodge in general 

and the new tented camp in particular.  ñWeôre 

heavily booked as a premium wedding venue,ò 

says Saunders, ñand people even change their 

wedding dates to get a booking here.  We 

anticipate the same level of success with 

conferences and breakaways. These newly 

developed units are going to bring a 

unique dimension to the lodge, and I am 

certain that the word is going to spread like 

wild-fire.ò  The "tented" development is 

upmarket and unique- built on a raised 

platform, walled on three sides and covered in 

thatch, providing perfect conditions through 

summer and winter.  Mangwa Valley also plans 

to start Sunday Jazz Lunches at month end, as 

well as being open for dinner on weekends. 

Bookings will be essential. 

Mangwa Valley Lodge is on the De Wagensdrift 

Road off the main Hammanskraal and is about 

120 kms from central Johannesburg and 

around 70 kms from central Pretoria.   

For more information and bookings, contact 

Steven Saunders on 082 782 7586 or 072 843 

9558 or send an e-mail to 

info@mangwavalley.co.za.  Mangwa Valley 

Lodge is also a featured tourism provider on 

the Dinokeng website- www.dinokeng.co.za. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven Saunders   outside one of the 

tent units that will increase capacity, 

making Mangwa an ideal conferencing 

venue in the Dinokeng area.  
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GOVERNMENT 

Dinokeng Game Reserve is Opening at Last 

After more than seven years of intensive 

planning, the Dinokeng Game Reserve (DGR) 

will be opened in May 2010 by the Gauteng 

Premier Nomvula Mokonyane. 

Preparations for this keenly anticipated event 

have proceeded with an unprecedented 

fervor.  All works in Phase A2 of the fencing 

contract which has employed 68 people are 

due for completion by 16 April 2010.  The 

gateways to the game reserve will also be 

completed.   

Fences have been removed on the Rust de 

Winter- Boekenhoutskloof road so free 

roaming game has become a serious traffic 

hazard, presenting a threat to the lives of 

both people and animals if drivers refuse to 

observe the legislated speed limits.    

Strict traffic enforcement is being applied over the next few months to try to ensure compliance and 

reduce this risk. 

An environmental management and protection plan is in place.  The Gauteng Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Development will use the DGR as a flagship project for their Provincial 

Stewardship and Biodiversity Conservation Programme. 

The introduction of lions and elephants is also vital to the opening of the DGR. All animals are 
accustomed to high tourism activity especially game drive vehicles and are habituated to electric 
fences.  

 

The lions have been sourced from the North West Parks & Tourism Board (Pilanesberg and Madikwe 

Game Reserves).  A male lion and two females will be brought to the DGR boma during April. 
 
A family group of 10-12 elephants have been sourced from the Shilanti Game Reserve in the Limpopo 
Province.  This group comprises of females and young calves.  A bull elephant from the Kruger 
National Park will be released in the reserve within the next 6 months.  Young male elephants may 
become unruly if they go for extended periods without encountering older bulls which are excellent at 

disciplining wayward youngsters.    
 
A community awareness campaign will be established by the Dinokeng Project as well as the DGR 
Management Association in order to ensure that the community are aware of the dangers, issues and 
what to do in the event of seeing one of these animals.  Further to this the Dinokeng Project will also 
be constructing a barrier wall as requested by the community to further ensure the safety of the 
community.  

  

Lions are a charismatic species that are vital for 
the success of the Dinokeng Game Reserve.  

 


