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HAMMANSKRAAL IS SKATING INTO THE HISTORY BOOKS

A SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT (SEIA) IS NOW UNDERWAY
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accident in 2006. Fortunately, their daughter
Wendy Gila has carried on their remarkable
legacy. She was no stranger to the sport,
having been sent to the World Championships
several times between 1991 and 1996. She is
now the President of Roller Sport South Africa
(RSSA), which has established clubs in
Soshanguve, Pretoria West, Hammanskraal,
Katlehong, Thokoza and Vosloosrust. Wendy
and her team have ensured that these clubs
grew and prospered and in 2009 she
accompanied nine skaters and three
administrators to the World Championships at
Haining, near Shanghai, in the People’s
Republic of China. Although none of the
athletes got onto the podium, they all
improved significantly on their previous world
championship positions, and South Africa’s
skaters are “way ahead of anyone else on the
African continent.”

Sponsorship and good administration, both
courtesy of RSSA, have allowed this to happen.
Kit is shared by the clubs as very few skaters
can afford their own skates. An entry level
pair of skates costs about R900, whilst a
professional level pair is worth R15 000 and
there are obviously a limited number of these
in the country. The wheels on skates
deteriorate with wear, and replacing a set of
wheels costs over R500 a pop, so only the best
skaters experience new wheels. Powerslide, a
German company kindly donated about 200
sets of wheels to RSSA, because they were
considered to make a strange noise when in
use. "“We haven’t heard the noise, but the
wheels have functioned very well!” said Wendy
Gila, laughing. Her conversation is peppered
with positive energy and great humour and
obviously to all the kids who have been
introduced to this remarkable sport, her
enthusiasm is infectious. The National
Lotteries Distribution Trust Fund Board were so
impressed by the development of this sport
that they pumped further funding into its
growth and development.

Through this kind sponsorship it is now
possible for Tshepo Modikwe and the other
local protégés to see the world’s best skaters

in action in their own back yard at the 33™
annual South African Championships, open to
international participation, will take place in
Mandela Village, Hammanskraal from 19 to 21
March 2010. Be sure not to miss it! Entry to
the event will be free and we will have
entertainment for kids and a craft market.

South Africa’s best skaters will face tough
competition from world medal winners whom
have already confirmed their participation in
the event which will include Wouter Hebbrecht
(multiple world champion and faster than
Hussein Bolt over the first 100m of his 200m),
Sara Saysane (multiple world championship
medal winner), Yann Guyader (winner of the
men’s world inline cup marathon series) and
Scott Arlidge (multiple medal winner at world
championship). Skaters from Kenya, India,
Italy, France, Hong Kong, Italy, New Zealand,
Colombia and USA have all indicated that they
will participate. Local teams from Eastern
Cape, Central Gauteng, North West, Northern
Gauteng, Southern Gauteng, and Western
Cape will battle it out to become South African
champions.

The whole story is very reminiscent of the
movie "“Cool Runnings”, the unlikely (but
essentially true) story of the Jamaican bob-sled
team who made it into the finals of the 1988
Winter Olympics. “That's one of my best
movies!” enthused Wendy with a knowing
chuckle.

Naturally, it would be lovely to see Tshepo
Modikwe and the other locals do it for the
Dinokeng area. Obviously everyone is
delighted when an international sport
overtakes the local scene with such speed,
grace and enthusiasm. Maybe one day they’ll
make a movie about skaters rocketing into
Hammanskraal: “Hot Skatings!”

Tshepo Modikwe leads the pack in the Interclub
championship in Hammanskraal
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