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WORD FROM THE CEO

CURRENT STATUS OF MICE IN DINOKENG
HAVE THE RAIDERS OF THE LOST LARK LOST THE WORLD AIDS DAY IS HERE AGAIN
PLOT?

GATEWAYS TO THE DINOKENG GAME RESERVE
TOMSA WORKSHOPS CLARIFY LEVIES AND
BOAST GREAT INCENTIVES

THE CULLINAN WORLD CUP CARNIVAL KICKS OFF

CEO: Dinckeng — Fana Jiyane
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Summer allows us to celebrate brightness and colour, but we could
learn important lessons from birds, according to Fana Jiyane in his
CEO introduction above.
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TOURISM PROVIDERS / PRODUCT OWNERS

HAVE THE RAIDERS OF THE LOST LARK LOST THE PLOT?

28 November 20009 is the date of Birding Big
Day, a traditional fundraiser and challenge to
birders of all levels by Birdlife South Africa.
The purpose of the day is to assemble a team
of 3-4 birders and to try to record as many
different species as possible. For most
beginners seeing 100 species presents a fair
challenge, but teams which include
intermediate birders may record 150 species or
more. The top teams are those that record
over 200 species and for which they receive a
cloth badge from Birdlife SA. Teams that
record significantly above this number are
rare, dedicated and extraordinarily
competitive.

The Raiders of the Lost Lark team consisting of
Rob Geddes, Etienne Marais, Richard

Montinaro, and Faansie Peacock became the
first team to ever record 300 species in a

single Birding Big Day, which they did with
Moloto in the Dinokeng area as the central

point of their 43 km radius. The rules of

Birding Big Day allow a 50km radius. They
covered around 380 kms in
double cab 4X4. They birded for 20 hours and

15 minutes, starting at 02h15 and finally
folding at 22h00.

Their South African (and possibly world) record
was taken away from them by Zonke iNyoni
comprising of Joe Grosel, John Glendinning,
Selwyn Rautenbach and Déwald Swanepoel. In
2007 who recorded 313 species in the
Polokwane/Magoebaskloof area. Amazingly in
2008 they went on to raise the bar again,
recording 325 species.

It is remarkable how often a barrier remains
for a long period of time, but as soon as
someone gets past it, they in turn are
overtaken. Not to detract at all from the mind-
blowing achievements of Zonke iNyoni, it
should be noted in credit to the Raiders of the
Lost Lark that Dinokeng led the way, and the
rest of the country followed.

Zonke iNyoni have posed the question. Is 350
on a Birding Big Day possible? Can the Raiders
of the Lost Lark, or any other team recapture
the lead for Dinokeng? Send your comments
and suggestions for returning Dinokeng to the
top afithedleck todingkgng@gauteng.gov.za.
For further information on Birding Big Day or
Birdlife South Africa go to www.birdlife.org.za
or send an e-mail to events@birdlife.org.za .
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Raiders of the Lost Lark (L to R): Rob Geddes, Etienne Marais, Richard
Montinaro & Faansie Peacock.
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TOUR OPERATORS

TOMSA WORKSHOPS CLARIFY LEVIES AND BOAST GREAT INCENTIVES

The Tourism Business Council of South Africa
(TBCSA) recently held a series of workshops to
clarify the Tourism Maketing Levy South Africa
to tourism providers in Gauteng. In order to
understand this levy it is helpful to have some
understanding of how this industry is
structured, and what its broader social and
economic significance is. The TBCSA is
intended to facilitate communication between
affiliated Associations such as FEDHASA
(Federated Hospitality Association of Southern
Africa), ASATA (Association of South African
Travel Agents), SATSA (Soouthern Africa
Tourism Services Association) on the one side
and the government, the industry and the
press on the other. The South African travel
and tourism Industry (T&T) contributes an
estimated 8.4% to the GDP and provides 7.6%
of the countryds tot al
the South African T&T industry is only 107" of
the 176 countries surveyed in its contribution
percentage to the national economy it is 36 in
absolute size worldwide and therefore still a
very significant sector. Members of the Board
originate from large associations and business
groups in South Africa.

The Tourism Marketing Levy South Africa
(TOMSA) was set up in 1998 to provide
additional marketing funding for South African
Tourism (SAT), the official marketing agency
for South Africa, which has continued to
improve marketing in South Africa. TOMSA

THE CULLINAN WORLD CUP CARNIVAL KICKS OFF

levies have boosted the SAT budget by almost
half a billion rands in the past decade. The 9,6
million arrivals in 2008 may be considered
evidence that the country continues to be
effectively marketed. Since 1998, the positive
increase in the collection of TOMSA levies
corresponds directly to the rate of tourism
growth. Is this merely a co-incidence or is
there a causal link? TBCSA argues that there
is a clear correlation between marketing spend
and increased visitor numbers.

By paying TOMSA levies, product owners are
entitled to an extensive range of benefits
including BBBEE points, distribution
opportunities, co-exhibitor opportunities,
membership of a preferential pool when SAT
host international guests and the opportunity

e mp | o edeGate SATs calhqentre staf. nThere is also

a Lekgotla, extensive marketing information,
collateral endorsement and website
representation and links. TOMSA contributors
will experience enormous benefit in 2010 and
as a result of these levies TBCSA have had
significant input into the SAT plans. Any
product owner who requires further
information on TOMSA s invited to contact
Tanya Coetzer at (012) 654 7525, or e-mail
her through tanyam@tbcsa.travel, (o]g
alternately visit the website at
www.tomsa.co.za .

The Cullinan Carnival planned for June and July 2010 includes ambitious plans to create a public
viewing event at a commercial match centre as the key focus. Other projects in Cullinan will include a
street parade with fire dancers, stilt walkers, gum boot dancers and traditional African dancers.
Several floats will be produced including one by the inmates of Zonderwater prison. Local schools and
artists will paint murals to advertise the events and local taxi operators will be co-ordinated to make

transport around the town easy and pleasurable.

Associated tourism offerings will include the usual the Cullinan Mine surface and underground tours, as
well as viewing of the diamond cutting and polishing facilities and the local diamond shop and
wholesalers. but a host of other interesting and exciting activities too. Tours to neighbouring Refilwe
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and Onverwacht communities with their fascinating histories will be available regularly, and new
entrepreneurial offerings will include bicycle hire. The town also has an exciting crafts sector.

A host of eco and adventure tourism activities will also be on offer including game drives, hiking,
mountain biking, horseback safaris and even lion viewing and interaction. If you have always wanted
to fly there will local micro-light flights and training schools, or if you for those who wish to rise up
more sedately there and hot air ballooning.

AThe Cullinan Carni val is going tocéadmredtsoafffaonrtda sttad c mit
Senette with her trademark enthusi asm, and then with
the soccer! o You may wel |l believe her.

For more information and details contact Senette Phatides on 073 230 4500 or e-mail
senettep@webmail.co.za.

The Dinokeng Carnival promises to have a classic context, colourful people,
and plenty of enjoyment for everyone.
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GOVERNMENT

WORLD AIDS DAY IS HERE AGAIN

World AIDS Day 2009 is just around the
corner on December 1. It is an opportunity to
reflect on the millions of people who have been
victims of this disease and the millions more
who are being infected each and every day,
across the planet. Every citizen of South Africa
and of the world should make sure we are
educated about a disease that affects us
disproportionately in this country and in Africa.

South Africa has the fifth highest prevalence of
HIV/AIDS in the world behind Swaziland,
Botswana, Lesotho and Zimbabwe. Over 38
million people in the world are infected with
5.7 million of them living in South Africa. It is
estimated that in 2007, 2 million people died
as a result and that over 350 000 of these
were in South Africa, which recorded a higher
number of deaths than any other country in
the world. The theme of World Aids Day in
South Africa is
Right so. The HI V \eadsuts
AIDS but this is not always the case.
Antiretrovirals are controversial because
although they usually stem the progress of the
disease considerably, they may lead to other
complications and side effects. Many people

GATEWAYS TO THE DINOKENG GAME RESERVE
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have not had the option of antiretrovirals due
to the sheer cost, but now there is a strong
group which believes that the country should
act to make access to antiretrovirals a right
and not a privilege of the wealthy.

Nevertheless, every citizen should take
responsibility for themselves and educate
themselves about HIV and AIDS and their
causes and treatment. People should know
sensible conduct and practice it- abstain from
having sex, or if this is not possible, be faithful
to one partner. Anyone who is not practicing
either of these policies strictly must ensure
that they use a condom every time they have
sex otherwise they are placing themselves at
critical risk of being infected. If you suspect
that you may be infected, it is very important
to take a test to determine your status. The
sooner you discover that you are HIV positive,
the sooner you can begin antiretroviral
treatment, and the longer you are likely to live.
Donodt hesitate, donoét wa i
Aheeeeisss® mach tife dhd soammuch living to do.
Do®mdky destroy your own ch

Check out some more basic facts about HIV &
AIDS below and visit www.worldaidsday.org

for information about World AIDS Day events
in your area and ideas about how you can
help.

The Dinokeng Game Reserve gateways are under construction
and will be completed by January 2010. The termite mound
theme has been well received by land owners and products in the
area. The access control system will be implemented at the gates
by December allowing for an interim operation period over the
festive season. The system will allow completed thoroughfare
traffic access while ensuring that tourists to the DGR are
accounted for to ensure the financial success of the game

reserve project. The system will further allow for speed and

securi monitoring through the area.

The Dinokeng Game
Reserve is getting closer
every day!
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