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POVERTY RELIEF F UNDS 

The Depar t ment  of  Envi ronment  Affa i rs  and  Tour ism  administe rs a  
number  of  pover ty  rel ief  funds.  These a re  summ a rised  below.   

Poverty Relief Funds 

Prov ider  Depar tm ent  of  Envi ronment  Affa irs  and  Tour ism 

  

The purpose of  the  D E AT Pove r ty  Rel ief  P rogra m me  is  to  
manage and  administe r  pover ty  re l ief  pr oposals and  sp in-off 
pro jects in  the  tour ism and  envir onment  sectors,  w ith a  
special  focus on infrastructure  investmen t  and  product  
development  (such as her it age  s i tes,  rock a r t  and  
conservat ion) .  These,  in  turn,  a re  focused  a round  e me rg ing 
tour ism gr owth po ints and  pr io r i ty  pro je cts such as 
t ransfront ie r  conserva t ion a reas.  DE AT's Pove r ty  Rel ief  
Pro gra mm e is  par t  of  a  broade r  Gove rnment  pro ject  set  up  to  
ma inly  a llev iat e  pove r ty  a mongst  South A fr ica 's  poorest  
communi t ies.  Where  possible,  th is  is  done in  a  manne r  that  
should  create  long- te r m  susta inable  wor k oppor tunit ies.  
DEAT has a  ded icated  Pove r ty  Rel ief  Unit  tha t  has administe rs 
four  m ain funds:   

•  Susta inable  Land  Based  L ivel ihoods,  which includes 
funding of  Work ing for  Wate r ,  Wor king for  Wet lands,  
Work ing for  the  Land  and  Com munity  Based  Natu ral  
Resource  Management  progra m mes.   

•  Work ing for  Tour ism,  which focuses on suppor t  for  
tour ism ent e rpr ises that  crea te  jobs and  benef i t  for  
local  com muni t ies.   

•  People  and  Pa rks,  which focuses on pro j e cts that  
involve  communit ies in  conserva t ion of  pro tected  a reas 
and  max imise  benefi ts  t o  the  poo r  that  can flow from  
conservat ion pro gra mm es.   

•  Work ing for  the  Coast ,  which suppo rts pr ogra m mes that  
use  coastal  resources for  the  benefi t  of  coastal  
communi t ies.   

•  Work ing for  Waste ,  which suppor ts SMME s involved  in  
waste  manage ment  and  recycling.   

Recently  the  Depa rt ment  of  Envi ronment  Affa irs  and  Tour ism  
has begun to  consider  a llowing pover ty  r el ief  funds to  be  used  
to  f inance com muni ty  equi ty  o r  ownershi p  of tour ism  
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ente rpr ises especially  those that  involve  a  par tnership  w i th 
the  pr iva te  secto r .  These gr ants include components for  
technical  suppor t  and  can considerably  e nhance the  
communi ty  e mpower ment  components of  tour ism ent e rpr ises 
as well  r educe s ignif icant ly  the  cost  of  cap ital is ing these 
ventures.   

Each pove r ty  re l ief  pr o ject  must  have  an implement ing agency 
(IA).  The  I A can be  a  Gove rnment  depar t ment ,  a  munic ipal i ty  
or  local  council ,  a  non-gove rnmental  o rganisat ion (NGO),  a  
communi ty -based  o rganisat ion (CBO) or  a  pr iva te  company.  
The  pr i ma ry  considera t ion is  that  an I A must  be  legally  
const i tuted ,  able  to  open a  bank account ,  and  have a  histo ry  
of sound  f inancial  management .   

Contact  
deta i ls: 

Pove rty  Rel ief  Uni t  of  DE AT 
Stree t  Addr ess: 15 th Floor ,  Fedsure  Forum,  Co rner  P re to r ius 
and  van der  Walt  st ree ts,  Pre to r ia ,  0002  
Postal  Addr ess: Pr iva te  Bag X447,  Pr et o r ia ,  0001 
Tel:  +2712- 31 0- 3017 
Fax: +2712- 329- 113 5 
E ma il:  hullah@deat .gov.za  
Website:  www.deat .gov.za  and  www.thelapha.com   

Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) 

Prov ider  Depar tm ent  of  Envi ronment  Affa irs  and  Tour ism (as lead  
agent  in  par tnership  w i th a  number  of  o t her  gove rnm ent  
depa rt ments as well  as the  Business Trust) 

  

The  E PWP is  a  nat i on-wide  progr am me  cover ing a ll  spheres of  
governm ent  and  sta te - owned  ente rpr ises tha t  a i ms t o  dr aw 
signif icant  numbers of  unemployed  int o  product ive  wor k 
accompanied  by  t ra ining so  that  they  increase thei r  capacity  
to  ea rn an income.  The pr ogra m me involves reo r ient ing l ine  
funct ion budgets and  cond i t ional  grants so  that  gove rnment  
expend itur e  results  in  mo re  wo rk  oppor t unit i es,  par t icularly  
for  unskilled  labour .  The  EPWPdoes not  d isplace  ex ist ing 
per manent  jobs and  a ll  oppor tuni t ies must  be  based  on rea l  
demand for  serv ices.  The  pr ogra m me has been d iv ided  into  
four  sectors ie  envi ronmental  and  cultur al,  soc ial,  economic  
and  infrastructure .  E ach of  these  consists of a  number  of  
governm ent  depar t ments each wi th one government  
depa rt ment  nom inated  to  lead  each sector .   
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Envi ronment al  and  cultura l  secto r .  This  i s led  by  D E AT.  This  
progr am me  will  result  in  200  000  hecta r es of land  cleared  of  
al iens,  40  rehab il i ta ted  wet lands,  20  f ire  protect ion 
associa t ions,  700  k i lome t res of  coast  cleaned  with adequate  
infrastructure ,  10  000  hecta res of  rehab ili ta ted  land ,  32  
waste  manage ment  progra m mes and  150  histor ical  and  
communi ty  tour ism  pro jects.  A  to ta l  of  R249  m ill ion has been 
commit ted  to  this  pro gra mm e by  gov e rnment  for  the  2004- 9  
per iod .  Contact  deta ils  are  prov ided  for  t his secto r  of  EPWP.   

Infrastructure  secto r .  The  Depar t ment  of Publ ic  Works leads 
the  infrastructur e  sector .  The progr am m e involves r ing-
fencing a  po r t ion of  the  ex ist ing cond i t io nal  infrastructure  
grants to  prov inces and  munic ipal i t i es.  Over  the  next  5 ye a rs,  
appr ox ima tely  R15  b ill ion (o r  one thi rd  of  the  to ta l  budget )  
w ill  be  spent  on the  labour - intensive  construct ion and  
ma intenance.  Appr ox ima tely  37  000  k m o f roads,  31  000  k m  of  
p ipel ines,  1  500  k m  of  stor m  wate r  dra ins and  150  k m  of  
urban sidewalks w ill  be  constructed  using labour - intensive  
me thods.   

Economic sector .  The  Depat ment  of  Labour  is  the  ma in agent  
for  the  economic sector  which will  k ick  of f w ith a  micr o -
ente rpr ise  venture  learnership  pro ject .  Learne rs,  selected  
from a mongst  the  unemployed,  w ill  be  re gist ra ted  on full-
t i me  SETA-funded  learne rships and  suppor ted  to  set  up  an 
SMME.  The pr act ical  work  expe r ience  component  of  these  
learnerships w ill  be  funded  through publ ic bod ies allocat ing 
learning cont racts t o  the  learners and  using general  publ ic  
sector  expend iture  on go ods and  serv ices.  The  learne rs w ill  
graduate  fro m  thei r  learne rships w ith the  necessary  technical  
knowledge to  run the i r  businesses,  knowledge of  how to  
tender  for  publ ic  sector  pro jects,  knowledge of  how to  run a  
business,  an NQF qual ifica t ion,  exper ience  and  a  cred i t  t rack 
record .   

Contact  
deta i ls: 

Pove rty  Rel ief  Uni t  of  DE AT 
Stree t  Addr ess: 15 th Floor ,  Fedsure  Forum,  Co rner  P re to r ius 
and  van der  Walt  st ree ts,  Pre to r ia ,  0002  
Postal  Addr ess: Pr iva te  Bag X447,  Pr et o r ia ,  0001 
Tel:  +2712- 31 0- 3017 
Fax: +2712- 329- 113 5 
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E ma il:  hullah@deat .gov.za  
Website:  www.deat .gov.za  and  www.thelapha.com   

 


